
The original documents are located in Box 21, folder “Vice President - White House Staff 
Suggestions” of the Robert T. Hartmann Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 12, 1974 

Dear Mr. President: 

I welcome the opportunity to suggest three names 
as possible candidates for Vice President. I have personally 
worked with each of them and think highly of their character, 
ability, and outstanding qualifications. 

1. Governor William Scranton 

His education and Congressional background are 
well known. He was one of the most able and best loved Governors 
of Pennsylvania. His record of achievement for our State is un­
surpassed -- a new Constitution, and reform and restructuring of 
the State government. I worked closely with him on policy and elec­
tion committees and can attest to his charisma with the public and 
to his ability to bring all factions of the State together in unity of 
purpose. His ability to lead as well as to govern would make him 
an excellent Vice President and potential successor. I don't think 
Bill has an enemy in the world. 

2. Donald Rumsfeld 

His Congressional record, his leadership of OEO, 
and his superb job in the Cost of Living Council and now as our 
Ambassador at NATO certainly give him both domestic and foreign 
experience that would be valuable as Vice President. He is articu­
late, and projects a youthful image -- which would attract young 
voters in 1976. As a member of the Cost of Living Council I worked 
daily with Don and witnessed his great ability in difficult jobs. 

3. George Bush 

I admire his ability in the political arena where as 
Chairman of our National Republican Committee he has exhibited 
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great leadership. His background as a Congressman and as 

an Ambassador to an international body, the United Nations 
in this case, showed him as an eloquent representative of our 
Nation . He is a dynamic speaker and has the confidence, I 
believe, of our Party leaders . 

May I add, Mr . President, that all three of 11my candi­
dates11 ·are of an appropriate age and I feel would be acceptable 
to the Nat1on at large, as well as to the Republican workers 
who must ring the doorbells in 1974 and 1976. 

With kindest personal regards, 

Sincerely, 

V/i H. Knauer --......., 



Knauer 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

EYES ONLY 

(Suggestions for Vice President) 

The President 
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